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SUBJECT: JOINT AU STRALI AN -RU S SI AN SCIENTIFIC BASE. 

1. THERE FOLLOWS TEXT OF A QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE BY 
LEADER OF GOA OPPOSITION AND REPLY BY PRIME MINISTER IN 
THE COURSE OF PARLIAMENTARY SESSION APRIL 3: 

2. QTE: MR. SNEDDED: MY QUESTION IS ADDRESSED TO THE 
MINISTER REPRESENTING THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

DID THE GOVERNMENT RECEIVE A REQUEST TO ESTABLISH A JOINT 
AUSTRALIAN- RUSSIAN SCIENTIFIC BASE IN AUSTRALIA? IF A 
RUSSIAN-AUSTRALIAN SCIENTIFIC BASE WERE ESTABLISHED IN 
AUSTRALIA WOULD IT NOT REPRESENT A THREAT TO THE ALLIANCE 
BETWEEN AUSTRALIA AND THE UNITED STATES AND WOULD IT BE 
LIKELY TO RENDER USELESS ANY BASES WHICH THE UNITED STATES 
HAS IN AUSTRALIA TODAY? WILT. THE GOVERNMENT, WITHOUT ANY 
FURTHER ADO, REJECT THE RUSSIAN REQUEST, UNQTE. 
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3. QTE MR. WHITLAM: A FEW WEEKS AGO A PARTY OF VISITING 
RUSSIAN SCIENTISTS DID RAISE WITH THEIR AUSTRALIAN COUNTER- 
PARTS THE PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A JOINT AUSTRALIAN SOVIET 
STATION. STATION IS THE WORD, NOT BASE. THE PROPOSAL 

WAS THAT THE STATION WOULD BE USED FOR THE PURPOSES OF 
PHOTOGRAPHING SPACE OBJECTS AND CONTRIBUTING TO A STUDY 
OF THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ATMOSPHERE. THE PROPOSAL 
IS CURRENTLY UNDER STUDY IN APPROPRIATE DEPARTMENTS. NO 
POLICY HAS BEEN GIVEN TO MINISTERS AND MINISTERS HAVE NOT 
CONSIDERED THE MATTER COLLECTIVELY, NOR IDIVIDUALLY HAS 
ANY OF THEM FORMED A CONCLUDED VIEW. OBVIOUSLY THE 
IMPLICATIONS FOR VARIOUS UNITED STATES INSTALLATIONS IN 
AUSTRALIA WERE KEPT IN MIND. NONE OF THOSE INSTALLATIONS 
CAN PROPERLY BE DESCRIBED AS A BASE. SOME ARE APPROPRIATELY 
DESCRIBED AS HAVING DEFENCE COMMUNICATIONS SIGNIFICANCE AND 
OTHERS ARE PROPERLY DESCRIBED AS PURE SCIENTIFIC STATIONS. 
ACCORDINGLY. THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT INFORMED THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT. THE AMERICANS KNOW ABOUT THIS BECAUSE 
WE, THE AUSTRALIANS, TOLD THEM. IF THERE IS MILITARY SIG- 
NIFICANCE IN ANY SUCH PROPOSALS FROM THE SOVIET UNION 
OR FROM ANYBODY ELSE IT IS MOST LIKELY THAT THE PROPOSALS 
WILT. BE ACCEPTED. 

4. QTE THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT TAKES THE ATTITUDE THAT 
THERE SHOULD NOT BE FOREIGN MILITARY BASES, STATIONS, IN- 
STALLATIONS, IN AUSTRALIA. WE HONOUR AGREEMENTS COVERING 
EXISTING STATIONS. WE DO NOT FAVOR THE EXTENSION OR 
PROLONGATION OF ANY OF THESE EXISTING ONES. THE AGREEMENTS 
STAND, BUT THERE WILL NOT BE EXTENSIONS OR PROLIFERATIONS. 

NOR IN MY VIEW OR ANY ASSESSMENT IS THERE ANY PROSPECT OF 
INSTALLATIONS OR STATIONS WITH MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE BEING 
INTRODUCED FOR THE FIRST TIME INTO AUSTRLAIA BY ANY OTHER 
NATION. AND WE DO OUR BEST TO SEE THAT IN THE INDIAN OCEAN 
THE PRESENT INSTALLATIONS AND BASES ARE NOT EXPANDED 

AND THAT THEIR NUMBERS ARE NOT INCREASED. UNQTE. 

5. COMMENT FOLLOWS SEPTEL. 

GREEN 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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